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This document is provided for
historical purposes only.

Documents contained in the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife Document &
Publication Archive may contain dated and/or
incorrect information. The WDFW Document
& Publication Archive is provided as a service

to those interested in the history of fish and
wildlife management in Washington State.
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The mountain goat (Oreamnos
americanis) is onc of the animals
best adapted to mountain environ-
menits. First described by Lewis and
Clark as a "‘sheep,” mountain goats
arc actually related to the antelope of
the Old Warld, which include the
chamois o 1he Furopean Alps and
several similar specics from Asia.

Description

Mountain goats are white in
color, with massive, “humped”
shoulders. Males and females have
sharp, black homs, which curve
backward slightly. Thetrhairis long
and shaggy, appcaring very patchy
in carly summer. The animals have a
conspicuous “goatec.” Adult goats
stand between 35 and 40 inches high
and weigh between 120 and 250 1bs.
Females are somewhat smaller than
males. The track resembiles that of a
decer, however, the front ends of the
hoofprint are blunt, instcad of
pointed and curved.

Habitat

Alter the [ce Age, mountain
goats inhabited many of the moun-
tainous regions of the West. Semi-
fossilized remains have been found

as far cast as lhe Grand Canyon
region. With the melting of the ice
and the cvolution of a warmer cli-
mate, mouniain godat range shrank to
the mountain ranges of the Alaska
and British Columbia coasts; the
interior ranges oi the Rocky Moun-
tains in Alberta, British Columbia,
Montana, and Idaho and the Cas-
cade Range in Washington. Goats
were introduced by man in the
Olympic Mountains of Washington
and in scattercd mountain ranges in
South Dakola, Colorado and Utah.

Their preferred habitat is rugged,
rocky lerrain near timberline.
Mountain goats are much more
dependent on the topographic fea-
wures of their habitat than on vegela-
tion and require adequate cscape
terrain which can harbor them from
predators.

Life History

Female goats frequently form
small groups usually comsist of
“nannies” (adult females), young-
ol-the-year (“kids™), yearlings and
two-year olds. Adult males—""hil-
lies"—are vsually solitary. During
the fall, biilics try 10 mate with as
many females as possible. Kids are
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bom in May and June, Twinning is
rare and occurs more trequently
when habitat conditions are good.
Nannies [requently ‘babvsit™ kKias
that are not theirown—ong observer
reported an old nannie caring for
five Lids.

Ther nreterred food varies win
scason and availability, but their
diet includes grasses. herbs, shrubs
and (rees.

Management

In Washington, the mountain
goat is managed for both the hunting
and thc non-hunting public. The
state’s total mouniain goat poputa-
ton is cstimated at 7,500 animats,
5,500 of which occur outside ol
naticnal parks and Indian rescrva-
tions. Goat populations ncar major
highways in the mountain passcs are
maintained 1o provide high-qualtty
wildlifc viewing opportunities.
Hunted populations are managed
for trophy hunting opporunities.
For specific hunting regulations,
consult the Washington Department
of Wildlife brochure, Mounrain
Goat, Sheep, Moose, Cougar, and
Lynx Hunting Scasons.
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